
 
Minutes of the Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group mee:ng held by Zoom on 
Wednesday 17 June 2020 

ADendance: 
Nick Acklam (Chair) Present 
CharloDe Cane Present 
Penny Greenhill Present 
Jo Riches  Present 
Catherine Gibson Present 
Ian Poole  Present 
Steve Boreham Present 
Charles Moseley Present 

Apologies for absence from Jon DunneD 

1. Minutes from the last mee:ng were approved 

2. Nick welcomed everybody back aQer a lengthy pause imposed by Coronavirus.  He 
noted that since we had least met we had delivered a residents’ survey, a design 
code and a landscape appraisal. However it was now :mely to re-convene as a group, 
albeit online, to focus on the issues we needed to tackle to deliver the Plan. 

3.  Ian gave a PowerPoint presenta:on (aDached) which summarised progress, and 
placed us, roughly speaking, at a mid way point in the NP process. We were close to 
comple:ng ini:al evidence gathering and  beginning to look at policy op:ons.  Ian 
laid out a draQ structure for the Plan based on work to date which the Group ap-
proved in slightly modified form.  Ian observed that, provided there were no major 
issues that we had failed to iden:fy, it was realis:c to see a referendum on the fi-
nalised Plan in June or July 2021. 

4. The remainder of the mee:ng was spent in ini:al discussion of those areas of the 
Plan where there was outstanding evidence gathering and colla:on and/or where 
the Group had yet to iden:fy an op:on or op:ons for the Plan- namely housing allo-
ca:on and revisions to the development envelope, designa:on of local green spaces, 



employment opportuni:es, including tourism in the village, integra:ng protec:on of 
the natural environment into the plan, enhancing protec:on of historic assets in the 
village.  There was some discussion of solar farms given the growing number of ap-
plica:ons  locally and of the impact on coronavirus on villagers’ desire to work from 
home or in the village. 

5.  The ac:on points were: 

a. request to ECDC for an appraisal of the conserva:on area of the village and a 
review of its extent (Nick),  

b. review of the Group’s list of green areas in our neighbourhood against the 
criteria for Local Green Space status (Catherine),  

c. iden:fica:on of a environmental consultant to review evidence gathering in 
this area, to look at its integra:on with the rest of our evidence especially the 
landscape appraisal and also to look at improving the connec:vity of areas of 
environmental value  and to dovetail with the Na:onal Trust’s Wicken Vision 
strategy. (Nick)  

d. to take a look at our vision statement in light of an appe:te within the village 
to be low carbon/green and similarly to think about  Alison Farmer’s thoughts 
about ar:cula:ng and u:lising Reach’s history and presence in the landscape 
(roughly in the manner of Avebury) (All)  

e. colla:on of all historic assets in the village that are not Listed (Charles and Jon 
Cane) 

f. to consult in the village and discover if abtudes to employment opportuni-
:es, including tourism, in the village  have been changed by experiences of 
the coronavirus lockdown (All).   

6. We agreed to meet again, probably by video-conference in a month’s :me. 

If you have any enquiries regarding these minutes please contact Nick Acklam, Chair of 
the Project Group, on 01638 743749 or email n.acklam@reachparishcouncil.org


